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1.6  Summary

Here are the main points to remember from this chapter:
• Biology is the study of living things.  Taxonomy is a branch of biology 

that classifies living things.  
•  All living things are classified into different groups.  The largest group 

is the kingdom.  The five Kingdoms are divided into phylums, then class, 
order, family, genus and species.  Living things are placed in a group 

depending on many characteristics 
including what kind of cells 

they have, whether they 
have hair or scales, and 

whether or not they 
lay eggs. 

• Living things are grouped into these categories so that scientists can 
learn more about how they are the same, and how they are different.  
Also, if a new creature is discovered, say from the deep ocean floor, it 
can be placed into a group that will help scientists better understand 
how it lives.




