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CHAPTER 1: WHAT IS PHYSICS?
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Conclusions:

Help the students make conclusions based on the data they have
collected.

Some possible conclusions are:
1) The tennis ball goes up and always comes down.

2) The string keeps the tennis ball from going all the way up
because it pulls the tennis ball back.

3) The marble travels on the smooth surface in a straight line
but the rough surface keeps the marble from traveling
straight.

4) The marble changes direction only when it hits a block.

After the students have thought about their data and drawn some
conclusions discuss with them Newton’s First Law of Motion. Show
them how they were able to observe the same things that Newton
observed and that they too could discover a fundamental law of
physics.
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Review
NOTES:
Define the following:
physics the study of how things move and behave in
nature
law a precise statement about how things behave

List the 5 steps of the scientific method:
observation

forming a hypothesis

experimentation

collecting results

drawing conclusions






